Course Syllabus: HCOM 312_2: DELIBERATION & ADVOCACY (FA 24)
August 26 – December 11 Monday & Wednesday 2:00–3:20pm Student Services 47 – Room H104
Humanities & Communication		pbelanger@csumb.edu Patrick Belanger, PhD	OH: Wednesday 11:40–12:40pm & by appt
COURSE DESCRIPTION
This class immerses students in academic writing and the construction and evaluation of public advocacy. Our aim is to combine passion and civility while developing a more sophisticated grounding in practice and theory. Students will develop listening and critical thinking skills, and apply and evaluate public arguments through research-based oral and written communication.
The class should change your views of what public argument is and what it can do in the world. By course’s end, you will be a better critic: you will write more clearly, speak more effectively, and analyze, interpret, and evaluate the messages around you more soundly. N.B., the course meets the university’s Graduation Writing Assessment Requirement (GWAR).
REQUIRED TEXT
Palczewski, Ice, & Fritch, Rhetoric in Civic Life, Strata 2012 (1st edition ; copy @ library reserve)
All other readings not hyperlinked below are posted to Canvas SUGGESTED RESOURCES
CQ Researcher: http://library.cqpress.com/cqresearcher/ Library support: https://csumb.edu/library/ask-librarian/ Pew Research Center: https://www.pewresearch.org
Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy: https://plato.stanford.edu

SCHEDULE (tentative)
We start with theoretical foundations and then explore a set of case studies. The latter half of the class emphasizes final paper research and writing. Please read italicized materials by the date listed.

WK 1 (Aug 26 & 28)
Welcome & introductions Order textbook today ##########
DUE: email me, or bring in, an example of powerful or effective writing (any genre) Introduction to rhetoric, advocacy, & persuasion
WK 2 (Sept 2 & 4) No class – Labor Day ##########
Vassallo, Persuading powerfully, Review of General Semantics 2002
Grant, The science of changing someone's mind, NYT 2021: https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/31/opinion/change-someones-mind.html?referringSource=art icleShare
WK 3 (Sept 9 & 11)
Palczewski, Rhetoric in civic life, CH 1 (Introduction)
##########
Palczewski, Rhetoric in civic life, CH 2 (Language)
WK 4 (Sept 16 & 18)

NO class – extended office hours (work on reading response) ##########
Palczewski, Rhetoric in civic life, CH 4 (Argument)

WK 5 (Sept 23 & 25)

DUE: Reading response

Critical thinking & public argument
Brookfield, Teaching for critical thinking, CH 1 & CH 2, Jossey-Bass 2012
##########
Hollihan & Baaske, CH 5 (Argumentation & critical thinking)
IBCC (in–class exercise) WK 6 (Sept 30 & Oct 2)
Hollihan & Baaske, CH 6 (Types of arguments) Claims, grounds, warrants (in–class exercise) ##########
Hollihan & Baaske, CH 7 (Grounds of argument)
Argument grounds (in–class exercise) WK 7 (Oct 7 & 9)
Fallacies (in–class exercise) ##########
Writing workshop #1 (basics) WK 8 (Oct 14 & 16)
DUE: Short essay
Palczewski, Rhetoric in civic life, CH 5 (Narrative)
##########

Political communication & campaigns (TBD) WK 9 (Oct 21 & 23)
Fallacies (in–class)

##########
Writing workshop #2 (complete) & peer review
DUE: min 500 words ; research paper basics = topic, theory, data, & question or hypothesis WK 10 (Oct 28 & 30)
IBCC (in–class) ##########
Planalp & Fitness, Handbook of communication ethics, CH 9, Routledge, 2011 Economist, The science of conversation, 2024
WK 11 (Nov 4 & 6)
Palczewski, Rhetoric in civic life, CH 3 (Visual rhetoric)
########## TBD
WK 12 (Nov 11 & 13)
No class – Veterans’ Day ##########
Writing workshop #3 & peer review (DUE: min 750 words) WK 13 (Nov 18 & 20)
Presentation workshop #1 (complete) ##########
Writing workshop #4 & peer review (DUE: min 1,000 words) WK 14 (Nov 25 & 27)
No class – Fall Break

##########
No class – Fall Break WK 15 (Dec 2 & 4)
Presentation workshop #2 (practice) ##########
DUE = Final presentations #1 WK 16 (Dec 9 & 11)
DUE = Final presentations #2 
