ACCT 551 – Information Technology in Accounting
Spring 2026 – (January 20, 2026 – March 15, 2026)
College of Business – Department of ISFA
California State University, Chico

Instructor Contact Information
Paule Pobloske
Phone: 773 / 895-1768 — Text preferred.
Please include the course number (ACCT 551) and your last name in every text message.
Preferred Contact Method
Please contact me first through the Canvas Inbox (Canvas Email) for all course-related communication.
If you do not receive a response within 48 hours, you may email me at:ppobloske@csuchico.edu
Office Hours
Monday – Wednesday: 8:00 AM – 9:30 AM
Tehama 469 or Zoom
Or by appointment

[bookmark: _Hlk216700519]Prerequisites
Prerequisites: ACCT 201 with a grade of C- or higher, BADM Lower Division Core (for BADM majors only).

Mode of Instruction (Spring 2026)
This 8-week course is delivered in a fully online, asynchronous format.
There are no scheduled class meetings, but weekly modules, labs, readings, and assessments are time-sensitive and must be completed by posted deadlines.

[bookmark: _Hlk216700290]Course Description
This course emphasizes the assessment of information technology internal controls and their role in modern accounting systems. Topics include:
· data analytics, visualization, and data mining
· IT internal controls and cybersecurity frameworks
· technology governance
· cyber-threats and mitigation strategies
· fraud detection and anomaly identification
· emerging technologies such as AI-driven audit analytics
All course materials and assignments will be delivered through Canvas.

Required Software (Must Be Installed During Week 1)
This course includes hands-on labs starting the first week, so students must install:
✔ Alteryx Designer (Free Student License)
✔ Tableau Desktop (Free Student License)
✔ Tableau Prep Builder (Included with Tableau Student License)
IMPORTANT:
· Activation keys and student licensing instructions will be posted in Canvas Announcements during Week 1.
· Students must check announcements daily to ensure the necessary tools are installed before labs begin.
· A Windows or Mac computer is required; these tools cannot run on tablets or Chromebooks.

MindBridgeAI Requirement (Week 2)
During Week 2, students will receive an email invitation to join MindBridgeAI University.
You must accept this invitation during Week 2, as it will be used in later analytics modules and assignments.

Course Materials (No-Cost Resources)
There is no required textbook for Spring 2026.
All instructional materials are provided at no cost in Canvas:
· Written lectures & PPTs
· Curated videos and cybersecurity resources
· Data files and analytics labs
· Software tutorials (Tableau, Alteryx, MindBridgeAI)
· IT governance and internal control readings

Drop & Withdrawal Deadlines – Spring 2026 (8-Week Session)
· January 26, 2026 – Last day to drop without instructor approval
· January 27 – February 27, 2026 – Drops require instructor approval
· February 28 – March 15, 2026 – Drops require a serious & compelling reason and approval from instructor, chair, and dean
Students who do not engage in Week 2 may be administratively dropped.
Incomplete Grade Policy
An incomplete is granted only for documented, serious, and compelling reasons.
It is not issued due to falling behind or missing deadlines.

[bookmark: _Hlk216700895]Course Learning Objectives
After completing ACCT 551, students will be able to:
1. Explain the purpose of data analytics in accounting and how it improves decision-making, efficiency, and fraud detection.
2. Apply the IMPACT model to structure analytics projects.
3. Demonstrate proficiency in tools such as Tableau Desktop and Tableau Prep Builder, and gain exposure to Alteryx and MindBridgeAI.
4. Analyze accounting, managerial, and audit data to identify patterns and anomalies.
5. Recognize common cyber threats (phishing, ransomware, insider attacks, supply chain vulnerabilities).
6. Apply cybersecurity remediation strategies including monitoring, access controls, encryption, and continuity planning.
7. Explain the role of accountants in IT governance, cybersecurity risk assessment, and internal control evaluation.
8. Apply control frameworks (COSO, COBIT) to assess IT controls and compliance impacts such as SOX and DORA.

College of Business Competencies
The College of Business has adopted degree program competencies that we hope each student achieves while earning a degree. Each individual course will not cover all competencies; however, through your program of study you should be able to improve your knowledge and skills across all competencies.
	BADM Program Competencies
	Introduced
	Practiced
	Mastered

	1. Working Collaboratively/Work Readiness
	
	
	

	   a. Interpersonal Skills
	
	X
	

	   b. Communication
	
	X
	

	   c. Experiential Learning
	
	X
	

	2. Thinking Critically
	
	
	

	   a. Problem-Solving
	X
	X
	

	   b. Strategic Thinking
	X
	X
	



Assignment and Exam Policy
1. Exam
Exams in this course are completed online through Canvas and require the use of Respondus LockDown Browser, a secure testing environment that prevents access to other websites, applications, or screen-capture tools during the exam.

Before taking your first exam, you must:
· Download and install Respondus LockDown Browser using the link provided in Canvas.
· Restart your computer after installation.
· Complete the Respondus Practice Quiz in Canvas to confirm your system is working correctly.
Exam Requirements
· Exams must be completed by the posted deadlines.
· Exams may include multiple-choice, short answer, and applied scenario questions.
· Study guides will be provided for each exam.
· You must use Respondus LockDown Browser to access and submit each exam.
Make-Up Exams
Make-up exams are allowed only for documented, serious, and compelling reasons (e.g., medical emergency, family emergency, university-sponsored events).
If you anticipate needing a make-up exam, you must contact the instructor before the exam window closes.

2. Other earned assignments
Throughout the eight-week session, students will complete earned assignments designed to reinforce key concepts and provide hands-on experience with information technology in accounting. Earned assignments will take several forms, including:
· Multiple-choice assessments that check understanding of weekly topics.
· Video-based assignments with built-in quiz questions, completed through Canvas Studio, which require students to watch instructional videos and answer embedded questions for automatic credit.
· Hands-on labs using Tableau Desktop, Tableau Prep Builder, Alteryx, and MindBridgeAI to analyze data, evaluate controls, and apply course concepts in practical scenarios.
· Lab Submission Requirements
All lab practice outcomes must be uploaded in Canvas in the appropriate assignment area. It is the student’s responsibility to ensure that files are saved and submitted using the correct file extensions required for each tool. For example, Tableau workbooks must be saved as .twbx files, and Alteryx workflows must be saved as .yxmd or .yxzp, depending on the assignment instructions. If files are not submitted in the correct format, the instructor will not be able to view or evaluate the work, and no credit will be awarded.
Students are expected to verify that uploads are successful and accessible in Canvas. Any corrupted, blank, or inaccessible files will be treated as non-submissions.
· Team projects, where students collaborate to explain, model, or apply course concepts in short instructional videos or other shared deliverables.
· Students have two weeks from the date grades are posted to dispute or request clarification on points earned for labs or assignments.
Exception: For the final labs and the final project, the last day to dispute scores is March 8, because the course ends on March 15 and no grade adjustments can be made after that deadline.

These earned assignments are designed to encourage continuous learning and engagement, help students apply concepts to real-world tools, and prepare them for exams and the final project. Detailed instructions, due dates, and grading information will be posted in Canvas each week.

Academic Integrity Expectations
Respondus restricts navigation, printing, screen captures, and opening additional applications. Any attempt to bypass these restrictions will be treated as an academic integrity violation under CSU Chico policies.

Technical Support
Instructions, troubleshooting tips, and the Respondus download link are provided in Canvas.
Students are strongly encouraged to complete the practice quiz early to avoid last-minute issues during real exams.
Student Responsibilities
You are expected to submit all work on time and to complete every assignment to the best of your ability. You are responsible for your actions and will be held accountable. It is expected that:
· You will read and understand this course syllabus.
· You will check Canvas regularly for announcements, modules, assignments, and updates.
· You will check your CSU Chico email regularly.
· You will be prepared, which means completing the required readings, videos, and assignments according to the course schedule.
· You will complete all course assignments as outlined in the syllabus and Canvas.
· You will check your assignment scores weekly and report any discrepancies within two weeks of the grade being posted (except for final labs and the final project, which must be disputed by March 8).
· You will seek assistance during office hours if you need clarification on course content, technology, or assignment expectations. Office hours are available in person and via Zoom; the link is posted in Canvas.
Late assignments may be accepted with a penalty when allowed by the specific assignment instructions. Students are encouraged to plan ahead and manage time effectively, especially in this accelerated 8-week course.

Online Etiquette
Please take the following requirements into consideration when taking part in ZOOM communication or e-mail communication. Key points to consider:
· Respect others and their opinions
· Avoid inappropriate material
· Be forgiving
· Consider others privacy
· Use the right tone
· Be as concise as possible
· Stick to the point
· Take a pause before you send 

Grading Policies
Your grade in this course will be based on the material covered. The percentages shown below are preliminary and may be adjusted during the semester.
Do not ask for extensions on assignments unless you have a documented serious and compelling reason.    




Grade Distribution Table
	Category
	# Each
	Total Points
	Percent of Grade

	Labs – A total of 4 labs. See Canvas for details; point values vary by lab.
	4
	100
	20%

	Group Project – Teaching & Applying Course Concepts (students create a short instructional video demonstrating project work).
	1
	100
	20%

	Tableau Final Project – Comprehensive application of course concepts.
	1
	100
	20%

	Exams – Two exams.
	2
	100
	20%

	Miscellaneous Assignments – Adaptive learning activities.
	5
	100
	20%

	Total
	—
	500
	100%


Extra Credit
Extra credit may be available at the instructor’s discretion and is added to the numerator only (up to 35 additional points).
Grades for this course will be posted in Canvas. It is your responsibility to check your scores weekly and report any discrepancies within two weeks of the posting.  Use the table above to calculate Points Available. You can use the scale below to estimate a letter grade. Canvas will display extra credit but it won’t be added to the total points.  When grades are finalized extra credit will be added in calculating your final letter grade. 
The grading scale is given below.  This percentage scale will be used to determine the final course grade. (Your instructor reserves the right to deviate from this scale. Any deviations will lower the scale, and not raise it.)  However, percentages at 50% or below will generally receive an “F” regardless of the grading scale.  If a student is “on the line” between passing and not passing, consistently good participation will be taken into consideration.  Good participation is defined as all assignments submitted on time.  
( Canvas Points + Connect Extra Credit) / Points available to date) = Grade % 
GRADING SCALE
	[bookmark: EVALUATIONS][bookmark: GRADING_SCALE][bookmark: bookmark0][bookmark: bookmark1]Percentage Earned
	Letter Grade
	Percentage Earned
	Letter Grade

	93.0 – 100
	A Superior Work
	73.0 – 76.99
	C Adequate Work

	90.0 – 92.99
	A-
	70.0 – 72.99
	C-

	87.0 – 89.99
	B+
	65.0 – 69.99
	D+

	83.0 – 86.99
	B Very Good Work
	60.0 – 64.99
	D Minimally Acceptable

	80.0 – 82.99
	B-
	
	

	77.0 – 79.99
	C+
	00.0 – 59.99
	  F Unacceptable Work



Academic Integrity
Cheating of any kind is an unacceptable behavior and will not be tolerated. Some of the more common types of academic dishonesty relate to the following: 
Cheating on assignments or projects –In this course, you can work with other students on your homework but you must submit it individually. Working with a classmate is not cheating. You can also work with tutors to complete your homework.  
Cheating on exams – Do not acquire from, or give information to, other students about exams. Exams are expected to be your solo efforts.  Do not use materials or resources during exams that are not expressly permitted by the instructor.
Plagiarism – Do not use published and/or unpublished material without acknowledging the source.
Specific to this class - Cell phones cannot be used in lieu of calculators in exams and during lectures. Use of dictionaries/translators (both electronic and hard copy) are prohibited during exams.
Penalties for cheating or plagiarism may range from an F on a particular assignment, an F for the course, to expulsion from the university. Violators of the University's Codes on Academic Honesty will be referred to the Office of Student Judicial Affairs for hearings, and will automatically receive an "F" for the course if found guilty. 
[See https://www.csuchico.edu/pres/em/2004/04-036.shtmlhttps://www.csuchico.edu/pres/em/2004/04-036.shtml for additional information.]
Students with Disabilities
Students with a verified learning disability can contact ARC for an accommodation. Upon identifying themselves to the instructor and the university, students with verified disabilities will receive reasonable accommodation for learning and evaluation (e.g., exams). It is expected that students will prearrange a testing appointment with (ARC) before the exam is due. ARC students should schedule their exam, so they are complete by the time the rest of their section is complete. For more information, contact the ARC at 898-5959, or https://www.csuchico.edu/arc/
Confidentiality and Mandatory Reporting
As a Chico State instructor, one of my responsibilities is to help create a safe learning environment for Chico State students.  It is my goal that you feel able to share information related to your life experiences in discussions, in your written work, and in our one-on-one meetings. I will seek to keep information you share private to the greatest extent possible.  However, I am required to share information regarding harassment, sexual misconduct, or violence with the University. 
Students may speak to someone confidentially by contacting the Counseling and Wellness Center (898-6345) or Safe Place (898-3030).  Information about campus reporting obligations and related resources are available here: Hyperlink to Title 9
Student Services
Student services are designed to assist students in the development of their full academic potential and to motivate them to become self-directed learners. Students can find support for services such as skills assessment, individual or group tutorials, subject advising, learning assistance, summer academic preparation and basic skills development. Student services information can be found at: https://www.csuchico.edu/resources/index.shtml

Diversity Statement
I want my course to be accessible to as many registered students as possible. If there is any reason why the standard approach to college classrooms or class coursework is difficult for you to accomplish, come and talk to me in the first two weeks of scheduled classes. 

COVID
This class will comply with the latest Covid policies as documented. https://www.csuchico.edu/coronavirus/

AI TOOLS such as Chatgpt
During our class, ChatGPT and other AI tools are encouraged throughout the semester to facilitate your understanding of certain terms and concepts used in this course. These tools can help deepen your curiosity, enhance your data analytical skill set, and practice using AI in your everyday life and future career. By exploring and using these tools, you'll learn how to craft effective prompts and support your data and analysis with AI, enriching your overall learning experience.
I encourage you to keep a list of useful prompts and information you discover within this course and to share these with the class and the instructor. This collaborative effort will enhance our collective understanding and utilization of AI tools.
Please note that the use of ChatGPT is not permitted during tests. Any use of AI tools during tests will constitute a violation of Chico State's Academic Integrity Policy and may result in you being reported to the Office of Students Rights and Responsibilities.
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