[bookmark: _heading=h.4f374cy20c9h]AMS 139: Animals and Society, Fall 2025, Course Schedule
The agenda below constitutes our current semester schedule. Reading and assignment dates are subject to change with fair notice (as emailed from the instructor and announced in class at least one week ahead).
 
[bookmark: _heading=h.pr3i0f2099yx]Course Schedule:
 
	Week/Lesson/Module
	Date
	Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines
(If appropriate, add extra column(s) to meet your needs.)

	 
	 
	UNIT 1: Worlds of Wonder: Thinking With Nonhuman Animals

	1
 
	Wed 8/20
	First Day of Class
 
In-Class Activity: Review syllabus & classroom expectations; Listen to Radiolab, “Zoos” excerpt

	2
“A World of Many Intelligences”
	Mon 8/25
	 
Reading Due: Ed Young, “Introduction” from An Immense World & Frans de Waal, “Introduction,” & “Chapter 1: Magic Wells” from Are We Smart Enough to Know How Smart Animals Are?
 
Assignment Due: Reading Notes 1: Young and de Waal on Umwelt Due by 1:00PM
 
In-Class Activity: Finish listening to zoos
 

	2
 
	Wed
8/27
	 
Reading Due: No Reading Due
 
In-Class Activity: Start watching Kedi
 

	3
	Mon 9/1
	NO CLASS: LABOR DAY

	3
Pet Cultures
	Wed 9/3
	Reading Due: Bruce Burcott, “Kill the Cat that Kills the Bird?
 
Assignment Due: Reading Response 1: Approaching Nonhuman Animals: Umwelt, Ecology, and Culture due by 1:00 PM
 

	4
A World of Wonders
	Mon
9/8
	 
Reading Due: Aimee Nezhukumatathil, World of Wonders, pages 1-22 & 28-57 (“Catapla Tree” to the end of “Comb Jelly” & “Cactus Wren” to the end of “Vampire Squid”)
 
Assignment Due: Reading Notes 2: World of Wonders due by 1:00PM
 

	4
 
	Wed
9/10
	 
Reading Due: No reading due; Finish World of Wonders for Monday 9/15
 
In-Class Activity: Reflecting on Animal Encounters
 
Please Be Sure to Pick up a Notebook You Can Use for Observations!
 

	5
 
	Mon 9/15
	 
Reading Due: Aimee Nezhukumatathil, World of Wonders, 85-91, 103-111, 116-121, 145-160 (“Whale Shark,” “Octopus,” “Grey Cockatiel,” “Flamingo,” “Southern Cassowary” to “Firefly (Redux)”
 
Assignment Due: Reading Response 2: Aimee Nezhukumatathil’s World of Wonders due by 1:00PM
 

	 
	 
	Unit 2: Field Observations and Animal Worlds

	5
	Wed
9/17
 
	 
Reading Due: John Muir Laws, Packet 1 from The Laws Guide to Nature Drawing and Journaling
 
 
In-Class Activity: Practice Outdoor Observations on Campus (bring notebook and dress for outdoor activity)

	6
	Mon 9/22
	Reading Due: John Muir Laws Packet 2 from The Laws Guide to Nature Drawing and Journaling
 
Assignment Due: Reading Notes 3: John Muir Laws Packets 1 & 2 and Observation Notes from Wed 9/17, All due by to Canvas by 1PM
 
In-Class Activity: Discuss Laws and Outdoor Notetaking Experience; Practice

	6
	Wed
9/25
	Reading Due: No Reading Due: See Field Report Guidelines
 
In-Class Activity: Outdoor Observations at Coyote Creek (meet at Coyote Creek at 1:40PM
 
Weekly Lab Homework: Begin logging at home observations (Week 1) for Field Report

	7
	Mon
9/29
	Reading Due: Review Ethograms Materials on Canvas
 
 
In-Class Activity: Observing with Data: Practice Ethograms
 

	7
	Wed
10/1
	Reading Due: Review Field Observation Report Assignment on Canvas
 
In-Class Activity: Discuss Field Observation Report; Practice Using Data to ask your own Questions
 
Assignment Due: Submit Completed Ethograms Handout to Canvas by 12PM (noon) on Thursday 10/2
 
Weekly Lab Homework: Continue logging at home observations (Week 2) for Field Report

	8
	Mon
10/6
	 
Reading due: N/A; see Weekly Lab Homework
 
In-Class Activity: Begin watching Princess Mononoke (1997)
 

	8
	Wed
10/8
	 
Reading due: N/A; see Weekly Lab Homework
 
In-Class Activity: Continue watching Princess Mononoke
 
Weekly Lab Homework: Continue logging at home observations (Week 3) for Field Report
 

	9
	Mon
10/13
	 
Reading due: N/A; see Weekly Lab Homework
 
In-Class Activity: Finish watching Princess Mononoke and discuss
 
Weekly Lab Homework: Work on Compiling Field Report, Due Friday10/17 by 11:59PM
 

	 
	 
	Unit 3: Human-Animal Naturecultures: Social and Ecological Connections

	9
	Wed
10/15
	 
Reading Due: Yasmin Nair, “Racism and the American Pitt Bull”
 
Assignment Due: Reading Notes 4: Race and the American Pitt Bull”
 
In-Class Activity: Watch Kitbull
 
Assignment Due: Field Observation Report Due by 11:59PM on Friday 10/17
 
 

	10
	Mon
10/20
	 
Reading Due: Michael Pollan, “Feedlot” from The Omnivore’s Dilemma
 
In-Class Activity: Begin Watching Fresh
 
 

	10
	Wed
10/22
	Reading Due: Article Packet on Meatpacking Labor
 
Assignment Due: Reading Notes 5: Industrial Animal Agriculture Due by 1:00PM
 
In-Class Activity: Finish Watching Fresh 
 
 

	11
	Mon
10/27
	Reading Due: Carl Safina, “Mother Culture”
 
In-Class Activity: Begin Watching Dammed to Extinction
 

	11
	Wed
10/29
	Reading due: Salmon is Everything, “Forward” and “Introduction”
 
Assignment Due: Reading Notes 6: Whales and Salmon due by 1:00PM on Wed 10/29
 
In-Class Activity: Finish watching Dammed to Extinction & Discuss connections between the film and the reading; Read Shaunna Oteka McCovey poetry
 

	12
	Mon
11/3
	 
Reading Due: Theresa May, Salmon is Everything (finish Act I)
 
In-Class Activity: Salmon is Everything reading quiz, and discuss reading
 

	12
	Wed
11/5
	Reading Due: Theresa May, Salmon is Everything (finish the play)
 
In-Class Activity: Discuss reading and contemporary developments
 
Assignment Due: Reading Response 3: Salmon, Empire, and Indigenous Sovereignty on the Klamath

	13
	Mon
11/10
	Reading Due: Shaun Tan, Tales from the Inner City, Pgs 1-107 (ending with Rhino)
 
Assignment Due: Reading Notes 7: Shaun Tan, Day 1
 

	13
	Wed
11/12
	In-Class Activity: Watch Queer Planet (2024) and Complete Media Response

	14
	Mon
11/17
	Reading Due: Shaun Tan, finish Tales from the Inner City (108-End)
 
Assignment Due: Reading Response 4: Shaun Tan, Tales from the Inner City
 

	14
	Wed
11/19
	No Class Meeting: Daniel @ American Studies Association Conference
 
Asynchronous Activity: Listen to Radiolab, “Rats” and Complete Media Response Guide
 

	15
	Mon
11/24
	Reading Due: No reading due
 
In-Class Activity: Watch Chimp Love

	15
	Wed
11/30
	 
NO CLASS: THANKSGIVING BREAK
 
 

	16
	Mon
12/1
	In-Class Activity: Semester Overview Discussion & TBD
 

	16
	Wed 12/3
	In-Class Activity: Final Project Working / Sharing Day

	Final Exam
	 Fri 12/12
	Assignment Due: Final Project Due to Canvas by 11:59PM


 
