
Civil Conflict 
Course Readings and Assigned Materials

This schedule only serves as an approximation and is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor. All assigned materials, as well as all course assignments can be found on Canvas. 

	Week
	Date
	Topic
	Readings/Assignments

	1

	Jan 8-12

	Syllabus/
Intro to Civil Conflict
	· Sambanis, Nicholas. 2004. “What is a Civil War? Conceptual and Empirical Complexities of an Operational Definition.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 48(6): JUST PAGES 814-825.

	2

	Jan 15-19

	Why Do Civil Wars Begin?
	· Collier, Paul and Anke Hoeffler. 2004. “Greed and Grievance in Civil War.” Oxford Economic Papers 56: 563-595
· Fearon, John D. and David D. Laitin 2003. “Ethnicity, Insurgency, and Civil War.” The American Political Science Review 97(1): 75-90.

	3

	Jan 22-26
	Identity Issues and Civil War

	· Denny, Elaine K. and Barbara F. Walter. 2014. “Ethnicity and Civil War.” Journal of Peace Research 49(2): 363-374.
· Basedau, Matthias, Birte Pfeiffer, and Johannes Vullers. 2016. “Bad Religion? Religion, Collective Action, and the Onset of Armed Conflict in Developing Countries.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 60(2): 226-255.

	4

	Jan 29-Feb 2


Extra Credit Movie Night 1/30- Blood Diamond

	Natural Resources and Conflict




Case Study Comparison: Yemen and Syria

	· Humphreys, Macartan. 2005. “Natural Resources, Conflict, and Conflict Resolution: Uncovering the Mechanisms.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 49(4): 508-537.

· Laub, Zachary. (Feb 14, 2023) “Syria’s Civil War: The Descent into Horror” Council on Foreign Relations Backgrounder
· Haddad, Mohammed. (Feb 9, 2022). “Infographic: Yemen’s war explained in maps and charts.” Al Jazeera
· Al Hamdani, Sama’a. (April 7, 2019). “Understanding the Houthi Faction in Yemen.” Lawfare

	5

	Feb 5-9

	Exam #1

Bargaining Challenges and Civil War


	· 2/6-Exam #1

· Walter, Barbara. 2009. “Bargaining Failures and Civil War.” Annual Review of Political Science


	6
	Feb 12-16
	Why Do Civil Wars Last So Long?

	· Collier, Paul, Anke Hoeffler, and Mans Soderbom. 2004. “On the Duration of Civil War.” Journal of Peace Research 41(3): 253-273.
· Cunningham, David. 2006. “Veto Players and Civil War Duration.” American Journal of Political Science 50(4): 875-892.

	7
	Feb 19-23

	External Intervention in Civil Wars
	· Saleyhan, Idean, Kristian Skrede Gleditsch, and David E. Cunningham. 2011. “Explaining External Support for Insurgent Groups.” International Organization 65(4): 709-744.
· Gent, Stephen E. 2008. “Going in When it Counts: Military Intervention and the Outcome of Civil Conflicts.” International Studies Quarterly 52(4): 713-735.

	8

	Feb 26-March 1

2/28- Extra Credit Movie Night 3/19-Black Hawk Down
	Peacekeeping


	· Fortna, Virginia Page. 2004. “Does Peacekeeping Keep Peace? International Intervention and the Duration of Peace after Civil War.” International Studies Quarterly 48: 269-292.
· Hultman, Lisa, Jacob D. Kathman and Megan Shannon. 2013. “United Nations Peacekeeping and Civilian Protection in Civil War.” American Journal of Political Science, 57: 875–891


	9
	March 4-8
	SPRING BREAK

	10

	March 11-15

	Case Study Comparison- Democratic Republic of the Congo and The Sahel



Exam #2
	· Stearns, Jason K. 2022. “Rebels without a Cause: The New Face of African Warfare.” Foreign Affairs
· Conflict in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Council on Foreign Relations Global Conflict Tracker



· 3/14-Exam #2

	11

	Mar 18-22
	Third Party Mediation 

	· Savun, Burcu. 2008. "Information, Bias, and Mediation Success." International Studies Quarterly 52(1): 25-47. 
· Reid, Lindsay. 2017. “Finding a Peace that Lasts: Mediator Leverage and the Durable Resolution of Civil Wars.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 61(7): 1401-1431.

	12

	Mar 25-29

	Peace Agreements

	· Walter, Barbara. 1997. “The Critical Barrier to Civil War Settlement.” International Organization 51(3):335-364.
· Hartzell, Caroline and Matthew Hoddie. 2003. “Institutionalizing Peace: Power Sharing and Post-Civil War Conflict Management.” American Journal of Political Science 47(2): 318-332. 

	13

	April 1-5
	Transitional Justice and the Legacies of Conflict

	· Brancati, Dawn and Jack Snyder. 2012. “Time to Kill: The Impact of Election Timing and Sequencing on Post-Conflict Stability.” Journal of Conflict Resolution 57(5): 822–850
· Shair-Rosenfield, Sarah, and Reed M. Wood. 2017. "Governing Well after War: How Improving Female Representation Prolongs Post-Conflict Peace." The Journal of Politics 79(3).

	14

	Apr 8-12

	Case Study Comparison- Myanmar and Colombia














Exam #3
	· Maizland, Lindsay. (Jan 31, 2022). “Myanmar’s Troubled History: Coups, Military Rule and Ethnic Conflict.” Council on Foreign Relations Backgrounder
· “Myanmar: Continued Opposition to the Junta Amid Increasing Civilian Targeting by the Military” ACLED Conflict Watchlist 
· Klobucista, Claire and Danielle Renwick. (Jan 11, 2017). “Colombia’s Civil Conflict.” Council on Foreign Relations Backgrounder
· “Colombia: Peace Talks, Worsening Violence and Deeply Fragmented Conflict Landscape.” ACLED Conflict Watchlist

· 4/11-Exam #3

	15

	April 15-19

	Civil Conflict Presentations
	· No new readings this week!

	16

	April 22-26
	Civil Conflict Presentations
	· No new readings this week!

	17
	April 29-May 3
	FINALS WEEK 
	· No new readings this week!






