About the Course - Syllabus

Course Format and Grading
Attendance/Participation …………………………………..	 10%
Reading Quizzes……………………………………….…………	 10%
Country Design Paper………....................................	 10%
Exams…………………………………..................................	 45%
Final Paper (Country Comparison) ………………………	 25%

Attendance/Participation (10%): 
In order to receive full participation points, I expect you to show up to class and actively engage and participate in class discussions, activities, and assignments. I understand that students have a variety of learning styles and so I consider all forms of class participation (including engaging with me during office hours) in your participation grade; however, full points will be reserved for students who demonstrate a consistent and active involvement in my class as well as a willingness to learn and push themselves in this course. Students will also be expected to show up to class having already done the readings and assigned material for the week. At the start of many class sessions, students will be given a reflection prompt to engage and reflect on the course material and theses prompts will be included in your participation grade.


Reading Quizzes (10%): 
At least once a week, students will be asked to complete a reading quiz or reflection assignment to engage in the course readings and demonstrate that they have completed (and understood) the readings prior to the start of class. It is important for students to stay up to date on their readings for the semester, as a significant portion of the class will be discussion based and understanding the course material will be crucial for an engaging class discussion.

Country Design Paper (10%): 
For this paper, you are going to design your own democratic constitution for a hypothetical country that you create. Feel free to briefly identify and describe any relevant parameters of your hypothetical country (e.g. small vs. large, homogenous vs. diverse, etc.) if you want; however, doing so is not necessary. You will then need to make the following decisions for your hypothetical country AND discuss why you made each of these decisions.
•	Presidentialism, Parliamentarism, or Hybrid System?
•	Unitarianism vs. Federalism?
•	Judicial Review vs. Parliamentary Supremacy?
•	Majoritarianism vs. Proportional Representation?
You will then take some time to research on the internet what countries (if any) fit the parameters you decided upon. Do these countries (or lack of countries) surprise you? Why or why not? 

Papers should be a full 4 pages, double spaced, with size 12 font, 1-inch margins, and just your name and title at the top (no elaborate headers or title pages that take up lots of space). Any citations or bibliographies do not count towards your page limit. Late papers will be docked one letter grade for each day past the original deadline.

Exams (45%): 
You will be given 3 NON-Cumulative exams throughout the semester. The exams will be a combination of multiple choice, identification, short answer, and short essay questions.

Final Research Paper (25%):
For this paper, you will start by selecting two different countries in the same region of the world (e.g. France and Germany, or Nigeria and Sudan, or the Dominican Republic and Haiti, etc.). Thinking like a political scientist, you should then focus in on one particular political, economic, or social outcome of interest that is different between the two countries. For example, why is one country a democracy and the other an autocracy? Or why do two democracies in the same region of the world have very different levels of economic development? Why did one country experience a civil war and the other did not? Why has one country become more democratic, while the other country has witnessed democratic backsliding? Why does one country have high levels of female representation in parliament and the other does not? Why has one country seen a rise in populism, whereas the other has not? Make sure that you are thoughtful about the countries and outcome you choose so that you can write an interesting paper. You will then conduct individual research on your two selected countries to explain why we see a difference between these two countries on your selected outcome of interest. In making your argument, you should utilize concepts discussed in class such as state formation, political institutions, economic development, culture, regime type, political identities, etc. Your paper should not just be a summary of facts about these two countries, but should be a cohesive argument that thoughtfully addresses your research question. Papers will be 9-11 pages long, typed, double-spaced, with 12-point font, 1-inch margins and a separate bibliography that is not included in your page count.
Course Readings and Assigned Materials


Course Schedule and Readings:

	Week
	Date
	Topic
	Readings/Assignments

	1

	Aug 21-23
 

	Syllabus/
Intro to Comparative Politics
	· Textbook Chapter 1- Why Study Comparative Politics? 

	2

	Aug 26-30

	Doing Comparative Politics

	· Textbook Chapter 2- How to Study Comparative Politics Using Comparative Methods

	3

	Sept 2-6
(9/2-Labor Day)
	The State
	· Textbook Chapter 3- States and Regimes
· Michalopoulos, Stelios and Elias Papaioannou. 2016. “The Scramble for Africa and Its Legacy.” The New Palgrave Dictionary of Economics

	4

	Sept 9-13

	Democratic Regimes
	· Textbook Chapter 4- Democracies and Democratization
· Ellison, Katherine. (June 7, 2021). “Can we have democracy without political parties?” BBC
· Taub, Amanda and Max Fisher. October 4, 2016. “Why Referendums Aren’t as Democratic as They Seem.” New York Times

	5

	Sept 16-20

	Non-Democratic Regimes
	· Textbook Chapter 5- Non-Democracies and Democratic Backsliding
· Freedom House Report 2024 “Freedom in the World 2024- The Mounting Damage of Flawed Elections and Armed Conflict
· Response Paper #1 Due 9/19

	6

	Sept 23-27

	Regime Change

	· Walker, Christopher and Jessica Ludwig. (May 12, 2021). “The Long Arm of the Strongman.” Foreign Affairs
· Duzor, Megan and Brian Williamson (October 3, 2023). “By the Numbers: Coups in Africa,” Voice of America

	7

	Sept 30-Oct 4

	Exam #1

Political Polarization
	· October 1st- Exam #1
· McCoy, Jennifer, and Benjamin Press. (Jan 18, 2022). “What Happens When Democracies Become Perniciously Polarized.” Carnegie Endowment for International Peace

	8

	Oct 7-11

	Public Opinion, Collective Action and Social Movements

	· Skim Textbook Chapter 9- “Collective Action and Social Movements”
· Textbook Chapter 10- “Comparative Political Opinion”
· Venzon, Adrea and Colombe Cahen-Salvador. (Nov. 1 2019). “Party politics is dying, so make citizen movements the new unifer.” The Economist
· M.S. (Nov. 14, 2019). “Youth movements are the fool’s good of politics.” The Economist

	9

	Oct 14-18
	Globalization and Fragmentation

Research Meetings this Week with Dr. Skoll
	· Textbook Chapter 12: Challenges and Questions in Comparative Politics
· Velasco, Andres. 2020. “Populism and Identity Politics.” London School of Economics Policy Review 1(1): 1-8.

	10

	Oct 21-25

	Political Violence

	· Textbook Chapter 11- Political Violence
· ACLED Conflict Index: https://acleddata.com/conflict-index/
· Crisis Watch- Conflict Tracker: https://www.crisisgroup.org/crisiswatch
· 10/25- Research Question Assignment Due


	11

	Oct 28-Nov 1

	Civil Wars

Exam #2


	· Stearns, Jason K. (April 19, 2022). “Rebels Without a Cause: The New Face of African Warfare.” Foreign Affairs
· October 31st- Exam #2

	12

	Nov 4-8

	Political Economy and Development


	· Textbook Chapter 8- Political Economy
· The United Nations 2023 Sustainable Development Goals Report
· Ventura, Luca. (May 2, 2024). “Countries with the Highest GDP Growth 2024.” Global Finance
· Bloomberg News (April 7, 2024). “How India Can Take China’s Growth Crown.”
· 11/8- Research Outline Due

	13

	Nov 11-15
(11/11 Veteran’s Day)
	Political Economy of Redistribution


	· Required: Cutler, David. 2020. “The World’s Costliest Healthcare…and what America might do about it.” Harvard Magazine
· Arneson, Krystin. (June 28, 2021). “Why doesn’t the the US have mandated paid maternity leave?” BBC
· “Why Populating Aging Matters: A Global Perspective.” U.S. Department of State

	14

	Nov 18-22
	Happiness, Longevity, and Well-Being
	· “The Nordic Exceptionalism: What Explains Why the Nordic Countries Are Constantly Among the Happiest in the World” 2020 World Happiness Report
· The Daily Habits of People Who Live Longer with Blue Zones- https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-daily-habits-of-people-who-live-longer-with/id1246494475?i=1000458501937


	15

	Nov 25-29
(11/28-29-Thanksgiving)
	Independent Research Time
	· 11/26- Introduction and Annotated Bibliography Due

	16
	Dec 2-6
	Wrap-Up/Review

Group Work on Final Papers

Exam #3
	· No new readings this week
· 12/5-Exam #3

	17
	Dec 9-17
(12/10-Last Day of Instruction)
(12/13-12/17-Finals)

	Work on Final Papers
	· 12/15- Final Papers Due by Midnight




