BORKED Gamemaster’s Instruction Manual

Materials needed: roll cards

The week of the game:
1. Assign students role cards and have them do the preparation work indicated on their character cards.
a. While the role-play is designed for students to adopt a perspective that they may or may not personally agree with, some students may be particularly opposed to their role. As a result, instructors may/may not decide to let students swap roles.
b. Label the senate judiciary members 1-X so that they have a speaking order for the game.
c. Decide whether to select between the two optional supreme court nominees
*Instructors may decide to assign roles randomly, intentionally, or a mix of both. The largest part is the nominee themselves, so we suggest selecting a student whose ability level is appropriate for the role. The other major roles are: The Senate Judiciary Committee Chair, the Ranking Minority Member of the Senate Judiciary Committee, the President, the surprise guest, and both journalists.

Before play starts: (5 min)
1. Players take their seats: President, attorney general (AG), and SCOTUS nominee sit up front. Senate Judiciary sits in the Front Row. Press on the sides.  Biden enemies/allies in the back. 
Gameplay: (the senate hearing)
1. The AG (gamemaster) introduces the game, the nominee, and the process
a. This is a SCOTUS nomination game
b. We have a real-life potential nominee
c. The audience is divided between R’s and D’s, and some swing votes
d. The goal for the majority party is to get the nominee confirmed, the goal for the minority party is the opposite
2. The Senate Judiciary Committee members have 2 minutes each to give speeches in favor or opposition to the nominee. They may also use this time to ask questions. Speeches will be given by the chair first, then the ranking member, then all of the minority party, then the majority party members. (20-25 min)
a. The non-leadership members will speak in the order that the gamemaster decided when the role-cards were handed out. See “The Week of the Game” section.
b. Instructors may decide to allow or prohibit students from using generative AI to craft their responses and questions
c. Members of the senate may (somewhat quietly) cheer or boo their colleagues’ speeches and questions. The senator that is the most vocal about their support, as determined by the gamemaster, will be allowed to allot two votes during the confirmation process.
3. The surprise guest will be introduced and give a 2 min speech
4. Journalists will now alternate and host a 5–10-minute Q/A with the nominee.
5. There will now be a 10 minute “mixer” where any player may move about the room, talk to senators, journalists, the president, etc.
6. The senators vote on confirmation. Secret ballot. AG tallies and reads the vote.
a. Instructors may decide to reward players with extra credit based on whose team wins. Since the game is designed to favor the majority party, instructors should assign points to the winner based on which side did proportionally better. For example, if there were 24 Democrats (48%), 22 Republicans (44%), and 4 swing votes (8%), the Democrats would earn extra credit if their side did better than 48% in the confirmation hearing. Republicans would earn extra credit if their side did better than 44% in the confirmation hearing. If the swing voters were assigned evenly, then perhaps extra credit is given to all players.
b. The most vocal senator may also allot two votes instead of one. The gamemaster should explain to students that this represents adequate signaling in front of the media to their home constituents, and thus, more power in the Senate.

BORKED Character Cards

*Instructors may decide to modify the numbers of characters based on class size

Cast of Characters:

-	President (Biden)
-	SCOTUS Nominee Leondra Kruger
-	AG (Garland)/the TA/gamemaster
-	Surprise Guest 
-	Journalist 1 (Sean Hannity)
-	Journalist 2 (Rachel Madow)
-	Swing vote senator (x4)
-	Senate judiciary committee members:
		Chair 
		Ranking Minority Member
		
		Democratic Majority members (x5)
		
		Republican Minority Members (x4)
		
		(instead of 10-9 split like currently)

The remaining students will be senators, divided evenly among Biden allies and enemies with generic character cards
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