Applying UDL Principles in Education Through the Merlot UDL Student Module
Dear Faculty,
I hope this message finds you well. As we continue to advance our teaching practices in the College of Education, I’d like to share some effective strategies for utilizing the Merlot UDL Student Module. This resource is invaluable for introducing our students to the principles of Universal Design for Learning (UDL), which aim to create inclusive learning environments.
Here are some ways to best integrate the Merlot UDL Module for Education Students into your courses:
1. Flipped Classroom Approach: Encourage students to explore the module as a pre-class assignment. This allows them to engage with UDL concepts at their own pace, freeing up class time for discussion and application.
2. Interactive Workshops: Organize workshops where students can collaborate on activities from the module. Facilitate discussions on how UDL principles can be applied in their future classrooms.
3. Case Studies: Use real-life scenarios and case studies within the module to illustrate UDL in action. Have students analyze these cases and propose UDL-based solutions.
4. Reflective Journals: Assign reflective journal entries after completing sections of the module. This encourages students to articulate their understanding and personal connections to UDL principles.
5. Peer Teaching: Have students present sections of the module to their peers. This not only reinforces their understanding but also cultivates teaching skills and confidence.
6. Integration with Other Courses: Collaborate with colleagues in related disciplines to integrate UDL principles across the curriculum. This interdisciplinary approach can enhance the learning experience.
7. Feedback and Assessment: Incorporate feedback mechanisms where students can evaluate the module’s effectiveness in conveying UDL principles. Use this feedback to improve future iterations of the course.
8. Integration into LMS: Download the zipfile from the Merlot site. Upload the zipfile into your LMS.
By effectively leveraging the Merlot UDL Student Module, we can equip our education students with the necessary tools to implement UDL in their future classrooms, fostering inclusive and equitable learning environments.
Thank you for your commitment to advancing our students' learning experiences. If you have questions or would like to discuss further, please feel free to reach out.
Best regards,
Kelli  (kelli.hutton@anokaramsey.edu)
Lynn (lynn.coffey@minneapolis.edu)
