Final Exam Essay

Liberty University's mission statement is to develop, "Christ-Centered men and women with the values, knowledge, and skills essential to impact the world" (www.Liberty.Edu, 2020). As a student of Liberty University, I feel it is essential to continue along the same path of Christian fellowship in education. It is important that we as followers of God utilize education in a way that benefits the wellbeing of all people through love, compassion and the passing of knowledge. Education is a blessing that belongs to all peoples despite their race, creed, upbringing, or station. Although media and technology are man-made gifts, they do not detract from the miracles of God rather they provide a multitude of ways to bring them to the people. It is therefore my position that through Christ's guidance we can use education to bridge the gap of ignorance, intolerance, and hate to bring about a better future.
The purpose of educational technology is enhancing the learning experience of all those involved in the educational system be it traditional, distance, or a hybrid delivery system. Education continues to expand in reach and given the prevalence, accessibility, and familiarity of mobile and assistive technologies such as, tablets and smartphones, laptops; and assistive technology devices it only makes sense to utilize them in the educational field (Bossavit and Parsons, 2018; Crawford, Higgins, Huscroft-d’angelo, & Hall, 2016). This would not only improve the learning experiences of mainstream students, but also students with learning and behavioral issues. It is my belief that the future of education for students with and without learning obstacles will only benefit from the inclusion of educational technologies, adaptive techniques, effective research, and the input of target students in the development of new learning software.
Hillary Perraton’s a Synthesis of Theory to establish that education requires a flexible approach to be effective in use (Simonson et al, 2014, p49). Simonson et al (2014) states that Perraton utilizes a combination of communication, diffusion, and philosophy theories of education to developed fourteen statements broken down into three sections (p. 49). The first section consisting of five statements deals with the flexibility, projectability, and affordability of distance education to take full use of its potential learning capabilities (Simonson et al, 2014, p. 49). The second and third sections deal with communication and methodology, addressing distance educations capability to provide and encourage dialog using available and developing technologies, and the wide range of multi-media to affect deep learning (Simonson et al, 2014, p. 49). This theory aligns well with the inclusion of technologies in the educational field because technologies help to support us in every aspect of learning.
I feel it is essential to maintain perspective and supportive in the notion that education is continuously fluid which requires us to be adaptive. It is my position that there is a need to expand the use of technologies to educate students, especially those students with learning needs.  The importance of integration of educational technologies into the individual students learning plans to impact not only the mainstream students, but also students who are faced with difficulties that are not faced by other students.
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