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Agricultural strides: CPG companies take stake on the land

Today’s leading consumer packaged goods companies have access to resources can help small-scale and large-scale agriculture businesses meet the ever-growing needs of farming communities. Food producers are reliant on the farms in their agricultural supply chain, and these companies are becoming increasingly transparent in their support of the vital agriculture industry to improve outputs and create harmonious relationships with suppliers. 


The top concern facing the agriculture industry today is a continued decline of natural resources, according to Mary Jane Melendez, chief sustainability and social impact officer at General Mills. General Mills is working to address that problem through regenerative agriculture, which the company defines as working “with nature to pull carbon from air (CO2) and store it in the soil.”


The support of agricultural supply chain by both food producers and consumers is crucial for improving and preserving the health of the environment. This is what ensures the continued success of food producers and the CPG industry. 
https://www.smartbrief.com/original/2020/02/agricultural-strides-cpg-companies-take-stake-land
1. What is the major issue/trend discussed in this newsbyte?

This newsbyte discusses how food producers are reliant on the farmers in their agricultural supply chain and how companies are becoming increasingly transparent in their support of the vital agriculture industry to improve outputs and create good relationships with suppliers. It also discusses concerns facing the agricultural industry, including a continued decline of natural resources.

2. Reflect on and formulate a hypothesis as to what impact these issue/trend will have on future leaders in the field. 

For future leaders in this field, especially in agriculture, the continuing decline of natural resources could be a future problem in feeding the population. Farmers are having to adopt different practices, products and technologies to improve stewardship and reduce their overall environment impact. Food producers will also have to keep continued support of the agricultural industry to improve productions and keep relationships strong. 
3. Formulate and discuss solutions/consequences for the major issue/trend identified in #1.

The continuing decline of natural resources is a concern for farmers and food producers. It will be important to provide continued education to farmers and food producers on how to continuously improvement environmental issues, while keeping farmers profitable. It will take the cooperation of everyone to sustain what is being declined. 

Where does the grocery industry stand on food waste initiatives? 


The USDA estimates that 30-40% of the country’s food supply goes to waste, with 31% of food loss occurring at the consumer and retail level. According to a recent analysis from the Center for Biological Diversity, only three of the top 10 U.S. grocery stores have made commitments to achieve zero food waste by 2025, including Kroger and Walmart. While some food retailers fall behind food waste initiatives, others are finding creative and effective ways to combat the issue. An example of this is Walmart switching to “Best if Used By” labels to prevent confusion and food prematurely thrown out. 

On a larger scale, the Environmental Protection Agency, USDA and FDA recently joined together with the Food Waste Reduction Alliance to set a 2030 food waste reduction goal. Several other companies also joined a streamlined approach to date labels on packaged food, which has also won the support of the FDA. The has helped to reduce the consumer confusion that resulted in unintended food wastes. 

https://www.smartbrief.com/original/2019/12/where-does-grocery-industry-stand-food-waste-initiatives
1. What is the major issue/trend discussed in this newsbyte?

This newsbyte article discusses our country’s food waste being between 30% and 40% and reviews effective ways to combat this issue. Several companies are adopting a streamlined approach to date labels on packaged foods to prevent unintended wastes. 
2. Reflect on and formulate a hypothesis as to what impact these issue/trend will have on future leaders in the field. 

For future leaders in this field, it is important to provide education to a wide range of partners within the food industry, as shared practices can increase awareness for matters at hand. Future leaders should continue to what they do best, being a leader in their field. This can involve having good relationships with government agencies involved in health (USDA & FDA) to collaborate with. 
3. Formulate and discuss solutions/consequences for the major issue/trend identified in #1.

Despite important progress that has been made with increasing donations and diverting waste from landfill, it is important to continue to learn from each other to formulate new alliances and create and implement best practices. Food waste has a big impact on climate, water, land, and biodiversity. Food waste causes huge economic losses and a lot of needless hunger. 
